SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
ANNUAL REPORT 


1990-1991 


Overview 


Dr. Daniel Shapiro announced his resignation as Principal of the School of Community and 
Public Affairs. Dr. Marguerite Mendell will assume this position for the period 1991-1994. Perry Calce 
has been promoted to the position of Assistant to the Principal. 


Enrollment in the School remains stable, and below capacity, although the average quality 


continues to rise. However, applications for 1990/91 have increased. Efforts to increase enrollment are 
discussed below. 


Dr. Daniel Shapiro, Dr. Marguerite Mendell and Dennis Apedaile were invited to make 
presentations to the Committee on The Future of Colleges. At this time the need to expand the 


curriculum and to have full time faculty at the School was raised. We await the recommendations of this 
Committee. 


The internship continues to be a successful and effective component of the program. All 
students were placed in 1989/90 and 1990/91 and employers have been enthusiastic about our students. 


The School continues to support and organize joint seminars, public forums and other 
events which contribute to the visibility of the School. 


Although the School’s operations have become stabilized, the need for full-time faculty 
attached to the School continues, and the School must have greater control over its curriculum. 


Enrollment 


For 1989/90 enrollment in the School was 75 active students, which is somewhat higher 
than the average for the past three years, but still below our target of 100. The first-year class was 


unexpectedly large, with 30 registered of whom 2 dropped out. 15 students graduated in 1989/90, bringing 
our total close to 140. 


125 applications were received for 1991/92, a slight decrease over the previous year. Of 
these, about 60 were invited to be interviewed and 30 were accepted. We anticipate that 25 will actually 


register. Thus, total enrollment is expected to rise somewhat. The number of francophones accepted has 
risen substantially. 


The average quality of students is excellent. Our standards for acceptance have risen, both 


in terms of grades and bilingualism. We no longer accept students whose grades are marginal and we 
rarely accept students who are not bilingual. 


Our efforts to increase enrollment continue. Liaison has been effective in promoting the 
School and this has resulted in an increasing number of applicants from francophones and from Eastern 
Ontario and N.Y. State. 


The S.C.P.A. brochure has been sent to 140 immersion high schools outside Québec and 
we anticipate that some new students will be attracted. 


Students 


The students in the School are drawn from some 12 disciplines (noted in previous reports), 


but the majority are still from Political Science. We have begun to increase the disciplinary diversity of 
our students. 


The record of our graduating students remains impressive. About 60% go to graduate 
school, usually in a multidisciplinary program (MBA, MPA, law, international relations, industrial relations) 
and the remainder normally find permanent employment within a year. 


Faculty/Fellows 


The School has no permanent faculty, a situation of growing concern. However, we hope 
to change this in the near future by securing two joint appointments between the School and a related 
Department. This is linked to a proposal (see below) to expand the School’s curriculum. For 1990/91, we 
were given a one-year appointment, jointly with Communications Studies. 


The number of active Fellows remains small, but active both in terms of the School and 
in academic terms. Hubert Guindon and Harold Chorney both published books which were launched in 
the School. Marc Lesage has a book forthcoming. Marguerite Mendell, Daniel Shapiro, Daniel Salée and 
Graham Carr have all published articles and Marguerite Mendell and Stephen Block have appeared 


frequently in the media. Marguerite Mendell and Daniel Salée have recently co-edited a book. Perry 
Calce won the hockey pool. 


Courses/Curriculum 


The curriculum consists of three components: 1) a selection of courses offered in other 


Departments (but in special sections for SCPA students, 2) SCPA seminars (one each year), 3) the 
internship. 


Courses offered by other Departments are largely outside the control of the School, and 
this in part motivates the proposals for change, outlined below. 


The SCPA seminars now follow a logical and coherent progression. SCPA 300 (first year) 
is essentially a theory course, taught by H. Chorney, S. Block and M. Lesage. The course covers policy 
analysis, business-government relations, media and society, social movements, community groups and 
unions. The second half is taught in French. 


SCPA 401 (second year) asks students to analyse specific public issues by undertaking case 
studies of institutions which are involved in these issues. Students continues to work closely with 


government departments, private companies and a variety of interest groups in this course.. Public forums 
were held on each issue. 


SCPA 412 focussed on the importance issue of Third World debt. Students were divided 
into groups representing different sectors and were required to prepare, write and present briefs to a 
Committee comprised of four members of the Board of Advisors. 


The School also offered a course, SCPA 498, cross-listed with Communications Studies on 
Media Policy. 


The above notwithstanding, the School’s curriculum must be revised in terms of both 
content and teachers. The major flaw in the curriculum is the fact that half of the required credits are 
for courses offered by other Departments. The School controls neither the content nor the faculty 
assigned to teach these courses. The courses (ECON 201/203; POLI 250; SOCI 203; HIST 205) are not 
multidisciplinary in content. Nor do they necessarily provide all of the training necessary for our students. 
Finally, they are taught by people (often part-time) whose affiliation with the School is marginal. 


We await the report on The Future of Colleges before we proceed with the proposal to 
revise the School Curriculum presented in 1989-90. 


Internships 


Thanks to Perry Calce all students were placed in 1990 and 1991. The range of 
internships is impressive and the evaluation of our students by employers remains outstanding. This 
component of our curriculum remains unambiguously successful. 


Academic Events 


Students of the School participated in the Model United Nations in New York and Boston. 
As usual, the School sponsored or co-sponsored a variety of lectures and forums on issues 
of public concern. As in the past, these were well attended and received much media coverage. Topics 


included the Constitutional crisis, Native land claims, abortion, the Green Plan among others. Guests 


included Robert Kuttner, Syndicated journalist, economic analyst on the impact of globalization on the U.S. 
economy. 


However, we have reduced the number of public lectures, primarily for budgeting reasons. 


The operating budget of the School was $16,500 up from $14,000 of previous years. 


The building has yet to be repaired and painted, there is still a lack of adequate furnishings 
and telephones, and adequate computer facilities for faculty and students. 


We continue to asses our financial status given our increased budget. 


Board of Advisors 
The Board of Advisors continues to make important contributions to the academic life and 


growth of the School. This year, Board members attended or participated in various activities including 
the SCPA 412 seminar and helped to place interns. We wish to thank them for their efforts on our behalf. 


Support Staff 


The School has two full-time support staff, Denise Stobbe and Perry Calce, without whom 
the School would not survive. 


